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B Visit to Kabul by Seastor Allen J. Ellsnder, fngust 21-22
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1956, United States Senster Allm J. Ellender visited Ksbul August 21~-28. He
axrrived via the Suviet sirline, Asroflot, ab 11:00 som. August 21. He left Kabul
the following morning to visit the Helmend Velley jwojosts. On the morning of
August 23 he proveeded te Amriteer, Indis., Frem Xsbul to Esndahar and to Amritswr,
Sanator Ellender wvar transperted shoard the plane of the Hnbassy’s Alr Attache.

Becauss of the brevity of time, Senater Fllemder made no offieial ecalls
Afghan lsaders. Hie only oomferense in Xabul wes & two hour brisfing sassion
Bebesey, YOA snd USIA offisials en the afternoon of the day of his arriwal.

Falloi ng the briefing semsion, Senator Ellendsr visited the 1.5, pavilion at
the Eshul Intermationsl Fadr. This wes three diys before the opening of that Fair
and the Senatar was abls to get a fair impression of United States participation.
He Zrund the exhibition an exwellent suwbjest for photography. In the evening of
the day of his syrival Senstor Ellender was guest of honee at a dinner given by
Asbassador Wills, attended by some 20 gusets, spproximtely half of them Afghan
of fiadaly,

At the Bshessy triefing session on the afternoon of August 21, Seoator Ellender
war Iriendly, He & | prinerily inte the astivities of the United States
Cperation Mission, ° y the enly question on hiz mind was the sxbent of
GoB. otomosde ald to Afghanistm. He seemsd to be plessed that until now such
projeet and to a $500,000 project for assisting in the oparstions and maintensnce
of the Helsmand Valley Camal System. FMurther detalls of the Senstor’s discussion
of the ICA pregram in Afghanistan are econtdesd wader ICA ASrgram suthored by USOM
Director Robert M, Snyder, dated anxi pouched August 23.

~ During the brdafing session, Ambassador Mills tock the oocasion to cuiline
in & frank sod forihright menner the objestives of Ameriemn pelisy in AL tan.
The Semater was strongly outspoken against the extension ef ecenamis sid to Afghen-
isten ag clsewhere a5 & matier of pringiple but &ld not sesm to teke too great an
exception to current Amriesn moves for assessing the situation in the Helmand
Valley and for beringing Afghsnistan and Palclstm gloser together via roads and
other eommnicadions projects. He made no comuent at &1l on sny of these, however, l
Liw on the resently soncluded Air Transportation Desvelopwent project, whish would
; State Dept. review completed
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